[Acquired heart valve defects. Diagnostic and therapeutic strategies].
Diagnostic and therapeutic strategies in patients with acquired valvular heart disease, are determined by clinical symptoms, hemodynamics and empirical information. A quantitative assessment of cardiac disease can made largely on the basis of echocardiography or Doppler echocardiography with consideration also being given to the results of clinical findings. As a rule, cardiac catheterization should be done only once, immediately prior to operation. In chronic mitral and aortic valve insufficiency, the surgical indication is based primarily on the clinical symptoms, while in aortic and mitral valve stenosis, it is based primarily on the hemodynamic findings. Promising interventional procedures such as balloon valvuloplasty, represent useful alternatives to valve replacement in the case of mitral valve stenosis alone. In the event of significant aortic valve stenosis alone. In the event of significant aortic valve stenosis, balloon valvuloplasty is not a promising procedure. In patients with aortic or mitral valve insufficiency, but normal left ventricular function, medical treatment should first be attempted.